


/4sian American Cultural Center
- Whene East meets Weat

Asian American Cultural Center is pleased to support
“The 3™ USDLDF National Championship”

We wish you a great success.  +

=

¥
Our mission is to provide the facilities, expertise and i‘i

unique space for the sharing of culture between the East :
and the West in the American Experience. -

-



Greetings!

On behalf of the United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation (USDLDF), it gives me great
pleasure to welcome you all to the 3rd USDLDF National Championships. This is a momentous
occasion for the art and sport that we love, and | am very happy to share this wonderful day with
so many dedicated masters, coaches, and practitioners as well as enthusiastic fans and supporters
that came here from all over the United States of America. This championship will have over 30
lion dance performances, with teams from 8 different states representing various regions of the
United States. It is also the first time that there will be a women’s and youth national competition
to showcase the hard work, talent and dedication of our women and youth athletes in the art and
sport of lion dance.

This tournament could not happen without all the competitors, judges, referees, tournament
officials, and volunteers, hard work, friendly competition, and dedication to our beloved arts. You
have all contributed to the advancement of cooperation, understanding and development of this
wonderful art and sport within our country. | wish you all the best of luck and am grateful for your
continued support in promoting friendship and cooperation throughout our community.

P This tournament has been designed to not only be a high-level competition but also an exposition
of the richness and depth of lion dance culture. The USDLDF is committed to preserving and
promoting the art and sport of Dragon and Lion Dance, within the United States, by creating quality
events where passionate individuals can have shared experiences.

| would like to congratulate USDLDF Treasurer Sifu Taran Champagne and the Texas Dragon/Lion
Dance Team as the local hosts for this amazing event. Master Champagne has worked tirelessly,
along with his students, friends, and volunteer team, to make this wonderful weekend become a
reality. Please make sure to show your appreciation to him and all volunteers for their hard work
and dedication to the art of Lion Dance.

Let’s take this opportunity to strengthen our community by making new friendships and revisiting
old ones, as well as celebrating the variety of styles, performances and ideas that are coming from
practitioners across the country.

Sincerely,

Nelson Ferreira
President
United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation



Dear Honored Guests, Competitors, Family, and Friends,

It is my great honor and privilege to welcome you to the beautiful city of Austin, the capital city of the
great state of Texas for the 3rd United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation National Champion-
ships! Over the past 10 plus months | have had the great support of not only the Board of Directors
of the USDLDF, but also many wonderful individuals from around our beautiful nation to help make
this event a reality.

All of our competitors and their teams have dedicated countless hours, and have engaged in intense
training to prepare for this competition. On display will be the high levels of skill and athleticism, and
an evolution of thousands of years of traditional Asian culture to showcase lion dance in this modern
form. This weekend shall serve as the culmination of their efforts, which | am certain you no doubt
will find awe inspiring.

Spectators this time will be in for a special treat, as we not only have the Traditional category, but
have expanded to include both Female and Youth categories as well. This increase in categories
showcases the broad appeal of lion dance to people of all backgrounds.
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ﬁ' | would like to extend my deepest appreciation to all USDLDF members, sponsors, judges, and volun-
teers for your outstanding support and contribution. Your donations and support have ensured that
our event will be successful at promoting lion dance in the now, and inspiring the next generation of
lion dancers.

Finally, this event would not have been possible without the support of my wife Beibei, who not only
has supported this event by serving as the Chief Art Director for this event, but has supported me in
pursuing my passions. Without her, this event would not have been possible.

| wish the best to all of the competitors here today, who have put in so much hard work to be here
these two days. It is my hope that everyone attending uses this opportunity not only to see these
amazing performances, but also to take the time to learn and cultivate lifelong friendships with lion
dancers from across our great nation.

Respectfully yours,

Taran Champagne
3rd USDLDF National Championships Director
Treasurer, USDLDF

Sifu, Reilly Dragon/Lion Dance Association
Sifu, Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team



- About the USDLDF

i- The United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation (USDLDF) is recognized by

the IRS as a 501(C)(3) non-profit corporation and was created to preserve and o~
promote the arts of Dragon and Lion Dance, among other traditional Chinese folk P
performing arts, within the United States. Our aim is to foster friendship, courtesy,
harmony, ethics and goodwill among practitioners in the US as well as abroad.
Any Dragon or Lion Dance practitioner or team in the United States may join the
USDLDF as a member.

Mission

“To Preserve and promote the arts of Dragon and Lion Dance as a cultural tradition
and sport throughout the United States and abroad.”

Vision

“To create opportunities for all styles of Dragon and Lion Dance teams to express
and develop themselves, through friendly regional, national, and international
training and exchanges, enrichment programs, and quality tournaments with the
highest standards.”
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Official Greetings

Celebrating the 3" United States
Dragon & Lion Dance Federation Championship
23 June 2023 -

Drear Frienes.

Though 1 cannct be in your presence today, T join vou in spict e commend the hard work of those
who've brought us wigether {or Whis ovcasion. recogaizing their dedication @ the suvcess of 5o
mamy young Elenes [rom Texas and across the country,

This year™s Deagon and Danee Federation Charapivmship continues a legacy ol omity which began
in 2016 when Nelson Ferreita and Phong Vo met with leadership of the Intertimional Dragon &
Lionw Dance Federution around the formatien o an American campetition circuit 19 join the
imemationd sammunity. Thereadter, in 2018, the first Nutional Dracen & Livn Dance Federation
Championship teok shape in Boston, Massachusetts. elevating maners, ceaches. wd practitioners
from araund the country to a national stage where Uwy could both compete and build solidority
arpund a shured conmmitment to preserving Aslan American treditions.

This year, 1 regrel being unable Lo witness the perlformances of those who have maimed hard. and
competed harder, aver the Iast several months to achieve excellence in their sporl. Theugh one
tean: will prevail as the victor, we can all coont curselyes fertunate for the gifl of such antistry.
Gratitude must be cxpressed. oo, for the leadership of the Championship Dircetor Taran
Champapne, whose longtime waork to raise awareness of Lhmuw culture and heriuge has
culminated iv 1his year's compatition. 8
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May 25, 2023

Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team
Austin, Texas 78701

Subject: Congratulation on Participating in the 3" USDLDF National Championship!

I am writing to extend my warmest congratulations to Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team on your
selection to participate in the 3 USDLDF National Championship!

This remarkable achievement speaks volumes about the hard work, perseverance, and skill of each
member of the team. It is a testament to the countless hours of training, the unwavering commitment,
and the harmonious synchronization you all have achieved.

We are thankful for the team’s performance at our Vietnamese American Day at the Texas Capitol
2023. The display of dragon dance at the Texas State Capitol brought a cultural exchange that fortified
community and represented a sense of belonging to all Texans. Again we appreciate having the team
at our event.

The USDLDF National Championship is a prestigious event that showcases the best of the best, and
the team’s inclusion among such esteemed competitor is a true honor. The team has undoubtedly
earned this recognition through the passion each an every member possess for the ancient tradition of
dragon dance and the dedication to honoring the craft as a team.

I wish the team an unforgettable experience during the championship. May each of you revel in every
moment, cherishing the camaraderie, and celebrating the joy that comes from showcasing your
incredible talent. Remember to savor the excitement, embrace the spirt of friendly competition, and
forge lasting memories.

Regardless of the outcome, always remember that the team’s accomplishments extend far beyond the
results of any competition. Once again, congratulations to the Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team. May
your performance be filled with grace, energy, and harmony, captivating the hearts of all who witness
the team’s artistry. I eagerly anticipate hearing about your journey and the wonderful experiences that
await you all at the 3™ USDLDF National Championship.

Wishing you the best of luck and success!

Sincerely,




Congratulations to the United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation as well as all competitors
and teams on the occasion of the 3rd USDLDF National Lion Dance Championships being held in
Austin, Texas, United States. This is yet another positive step, by the USDLDF and its members, in
the promotion of the art of lion dance throughout the community and beyond.

Lion dance is a precious and complex cultural heritage art that the whole world can enjoy. Colors,
patterns, and shapes of the lion heads are finely crafted by artisans into beautiful costumes. The
high-energy use of the drum, gong, and cymbals create the atmosphere for the performance. The
skillful steps, postures, and movements, by the dancers, make for an exciting and awe-inspiring
presentation for all to enjoy. All of these elements, once put together, create an atmosphere like no
other, making lion dance truly a unique art form like no other.

| have closely followed the meticulous work of the United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation
since its founding in 2017. Their commitment to helping the community through educational
opportunities as well as certification seminars in the art and sport of dragon and lion dance show
= their concern for the development of all teams and individuals in this community. | congratulate
i them, once again, on this momentous occasion and am sure they will continue their tradition of
l quality and excellence in their future endeavors.

My warmest congratulations to all participating teams and competitors in this championship,
your passion and commitment to lion dance will ensure a bright future for this art and sport. The J" a
success achieved in this tournament will go far beyond the trophy, medals, and accolades you "
will have earned. All of you will have set an example that will be an inspiration for lion dancers
today, and those of future generations. It is my sincerest wish that each one of you will be as
proud of the impact you have had on this art and sport, as well as promoting cultural diversity and
understanding, as you are of the results you achieved in this championship.

Sincerely,

Chan Siew Kee

Founder - World Sar Ping Federation

3rd Generation Chairman of Sar Ping Lion Dance Art
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PERSEKUTUAN TARIAN NAGA & SINGA MALAYSIA

DRAGON & LION DANCES FEDERATION OF MALAYSIA
HfP: 012-6238880/019-7278880  Email: dragonlionmalaysa@gmail.com

28" May 2003
To the President & Commitice Members
United States Dngron & Lion Dance Federution

It is wreat pleasure fiom us m Malaysia 10 be invited and given the honour 0 pen 2 few words i yous
programme book in conjunction with youw 3™ National Lion Dance Championship this June 2023 1
would like 10 extend my hesrtfelt congralanons w you and your whole erganising conmnitiees for
hosting such a marvellotis competition, The dedication, hard work and commitment by vour team in
organising this competinon is cormmendable.

The Dragon & Lion Dances Federation of Malaysia 15 always here to support your federation in
your effort in the development of Dragon and Lion Dance sport It is ouwr commiment 1o lend a
helping hand wwards our am o get this sport recognised globally and 1o feature in major sports

everls, It is vur sipcere hope the 3 Mational Lion Dance Championship will nurture fiture world
champions and create mnd healthy competition among (he participants towards sponty excellence,

Umce again, congratulanons to the United State Dragon & Lion Dance Federation for this
siceessiul Championship and [ look forward to the continued success at our future endeavours.

Thank you,
SALThe Best Towards Sporing Excellence”

e
Yong Kheng Chien

Secretury General

Diagom & Liot Dances Federation of Malivsia
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I am thrilled to extend my warmest congratulations on the success of the 3rd National
Championships in Austin, Texas, United States. Your hard work and dedication will make this
event a great success, and the outstanding performances and elegant dance moves of the
participating teams | am sure will be truly remarkable.

Dragon and lion dance culture is a precious heritage that embodies the spirit of unity, courage,
and vitality. The successful hosting of this event not only contributes to the promotion and
development of dragon and lion dance culture, but also enriches the cultural diversity of the
United States.

| firmly believe that, under the leadership of the United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation,
dragon and lion dance culture will continue to thrive and flourish in the United States and will
make even greater contributions to the promotion of cultural diversity and understanding.

Once again, | offer my sincerest congratulations to the organizers and participants of the 3rd
National Championships and wish you all the best in your future endeavors.

Dr. Yu-Hsiang Nien
Associate Professor
Department of Sports and Performing Arts, University of Taipei




PHOENIX WUSHU NATIONALS

April 24, 2023

Dear USDLDF,

On behalf of the organizing committee of Phoenix Wushu Nationals, I would
like to congratulate you on hosting such a top-level and historic event at

the Austin Convention Center this year with over 17 teams from all over the

country attending! We are so excited to see the lion dance community growing

rapidly thanks to your continued efforts in promoting this wonderful art form
and sport in the US. Looking upon your achievements throughout the years and
the great vision that you carry for the future, I am so proud and honored to
know you and be able to support you all in your wonderful mission. Many
blessings to you and everyone attending the 3rd USDLDF National Championship!
May this year be a great success and each year after this be more successful

than the last.

Sincerely,

HOST OF PHOENIX WUSHU NATIONALS

Jane Ho




June 2023.
To the United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation

[t brings me great pleasure to extend my heartfelt congratulations, on behalf of myself and
the Northern Shaolin KungFu family of Grandmaster Chan Kwok-Wai, to the United States
Dragon & Lion Dance Federation for their 3rd National Lion Dance Championships in Austin,
Texas. Your dedicated efforts in promoting the arts of Dragon and Lion Dance throughout
the United States will undoubtedly yield fruitful results, inspiring future generations of lion
dancers.

Lion dance stands as a truly unique cultural art form, adorned with symbolism and
pageantry. When the captivating beats of the drum, gong, and cymbals harmonize with the
powerful movements of the lion, a mesmerizing performance unfolds, highlighting why this
art has endured through the ages.

The leadership of the United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation continues to work
diligently, not only by providing opportunities for friendly competition, but also by striving
to elevate the skill level within the United States. This commitment is evident in the recent
Judges’ Training Course they organized, which has contributed to ensuring a high degree of
professionalism for instructors and students at all federation-hosted events.

Undoubtedly, your 3rd National Competition will establish a remarkable standard for future
competitions in the United States. With participants spanning from coast to coast and from
north to south, along with the inclusion of female and youth lion dance categories, your
Federation exemplifies the broad appeal of lion dance to individuals from all walks of life.

Once again, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the organizers and competitors, and
eagerly anticipate witnessing the flourishing of both dragon and lion dance.

Sincerely,

Roberto Baptista
Northern Shaolin KungFu Style
(Chan Kwok Wai’s Lineage)




2023 3RP USDLDF National Championships
Rules & Regulation Committee

Executive Editor
Mark Vuong

Deputy Executive Editor
Lou Immendorf

Editor
Brynne Reilly

Adivsors
Gina Lafferty
Kathleen Nguyen ,.-h -

Internatonal Advisors
Albert Fong Kong Yip (Malaysia)
Jeffrey Tan (Singapore)
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2023 3RP USDLDF National Championships
Judges Team

Chief Judge

Ray Petersen

Examination Judge
Mark Vuong

Chief Registrar
Hannah Stark

Judges

Ben Bridwell Dustin Buxrude Vivian Dang

Nate Garrison Mike Giang Lou Immendorf
Leon Ly Elijah McStotts Joanne Nguyen

Kevin Nguyen Brynne Reilly Bear Vash

Chief Art Director
Beibei Xu Champagne




The Art of Lion Dance

By Nelson Ferreira

Understanding the art of lion dance is to understand traditional Chinese
culture. Possibly no other Chinese tradition includes so many aspects of
this culture, in some for or another. These dances include concepts from
literature, folk art, science, and language as well as religion and philosophy.
Traditional Chinese culture is full of symbolism and these dances are a great
representation of these various concepts.

The dances are usually performed accompanied by live music from drums,
gongs, and cymbals. Musicians most often play in synch with the animal’s
dance movements, expressing varied emotions and actions. The costumes
used in these performances are custom made by artisans trained in the
traditional manufacture of such specialized items. Although the basic
structures may remain traditional in appearance, production techniques have
evolved over time as artisans utilize innovative designs, modern materials,
and technologies.

The colors and patterns that are used to decorate the lions are often
borrowed from traditional Chinese opera face painting. These face paintings
have profound meanings as well, as do the color of the bodies, bristles and/or
the fur used on the costumes. Patterns and motifs are displayed throughout
the heads and bodies, and many have auspicious meanings and positive
messages.



The Lion Dance is performed by a pair of dancers, as opposed to the many
found under a dragon. It is considered a harbinger of happiness, prosperity,
good luck, and wealth. The dances are filled with symbolism and meaning,
they can be very simple and direct, or complicated and mysterious.

During traditional performances it is common to see the lion do the act of
“Choy Cheng” (§k & literally “Plucking Greens”) , a quest by the lion to fetch
the auspicious greens which in Chinese is called “Choy” (%), which sounds
like “Choy” ( 4) or “Fortune”. These greens are either hung high or just put
on the ground or on a table. The lion will then approach the “greens” like
a curious cat. As an agent of transformation, the lion will eat the greens
(consuming what is simply “green”) and then spit it out (now transformed
into “fortune”) to share with all present. The lion dance is believed to bring
P good luck and fortune to any area it is performed. This is also, many times,
an objective seen in the competitive version of the art. Sometimes teams will
substitute the “green” for a prop that represents a flower of a traditional jug
of rice wine.

The lion dance can be performed at important occasions, including
traditional, cultural and religious festivals, business openings, ground
breakings, birthday celebrations, welcoming honored guests as well as
engagement and wedding ceremonies.

Currently, the art of lion dancing has spread worldwide. It has been taught
buy the Chinese immigrants to the various regions where they have settled
around the globe. This culturally significant art, and sport, is now enjoyed,
appreciated and practiced by a variety of people of different ages, genders
and ethnicities throughout the world.



9 Dragons Athletic Association
Cave Creek, AZ

Team & Category:

Team Jade - Traditional
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9 Dragons Athletic Association
Cave Creek, AZ

Team & Category:

Team Obsidian - Female




Asian American Cultural Center
Boston, MA

Team & Category:
Wah May - Traditional
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GDPT Linh Son - Green Lotus
Houston, TX

Team & Category:

Green Lotus- Traditional



GDPT Linh Son - White Lotus
Houston, TX

Team & Category:

White Lotus - Traditional
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GDPT Linh Son - Lotus Blossum
Houston, TX

Team & Category:

Lotus Blossum - Youth



Giac Quang Lion Dance
Oklahoma City, OK

Category:
Traditional
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Guiding Mountain Dragon & Lion Dance Association
Denver, CO

Team & Category:

Team Ice - Traditional
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Guiding Mountain Dragon & Lion Dance Association
Denver, CO

Team & Category:

Team Fire - Female
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Hung Viet Lion Dance Association
Oklahoma City, OK
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Categories:

Traditional
Youth



Imperial Lion Dance Team
Worcester, MA

Category:

Traditional
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Majestic Lion Dance Team
Houston, TX

Teams & Categories:

Team A - Traditional
Team B - Traditional
Female



Teng Fei Lion Dance
Sacramento, CA

Category:

Traditional

Teo Chew Association: Unicorn Dragon and Lion Dance Team

Houston, TX
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Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team
Austin, TX

Category:

Traditional
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Unity Dragon & Lion Dance Troupe
Houston, TX

Team & Category:

Team Silver - Traditional




Unity Dragon & Lion Dance Troupe
Houston, TX

Team & Category:

Team Purple - Female
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Vien Thong Tu Lion Dance Team
Houston, TX

ThimS:
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Category:

Traditional
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Wah Lum Kung Fu and Tai Chi Academy
Malden and Quincy, MA

Category:
Traditional

P

Wah Lum Kung Fu and Tai Chi Academy
Malden and Quincy, MA

Category:

Female
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Wah Lum Kung Fu and Tai Chi Academy
Malden and Quincy, MA

Category:
Team A - Youth

Wah Lum Kung Fu and Tai Chi Academy
Malden and Quincy, MA

Category:
Team B - Youth




White Tiger Lion Dance
Biloxi, MS

Category:

Traditional
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Zhong Yi Kung Fu Association
Madison, WI

Category:

Traditional



Zhong Yi Kung Fu Association
Madison, WI

Category:

Female

Zhong Yi Kung Fu Association
Madison, WI



The United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation

thanks
Crawfish King

for being a Founding Sponsor
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The United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation

thanks
South Cove

for being a Founding Sponsor
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south cove

community health center




GOOD LUCK!

THRNK YOU TEXAS DRAGON LION DANCE TEAM FOR BEING A
PART OF OUR ANNUAL CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS!

pownrown NORTH LAMAR NOW OPEN!
a00 W. 5TH JB00 N LAMAR BLUD #170
AUSTIN, TH 78701 AUSTIN, TH 78756

WUCHOWAUSTIN.COM

Est. 2012

EATS + DRINKS




Congratulations to all the teams participating in the
3rd USDLDF National Championships
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e '..g_ Visit www.DragonLionGear.com by scanning the QR code.
f.."’ L '-""‘; ' . zﬁ Try our new online Custom Order Forms.
- Use promo code “USDLDF2023” and take 5% off your total purchase.

Wﬁ}m llll hr Take an additional 10% with orders placed before July 31, 2023.
i

VEENNERLT Or, email us at info@dragonliongear.com

Become a USDLDF member
Visit our website
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We give back.

Innovation for good.

Use of card subject to activation and identity verification.*

Our nonprofit partners
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to the
United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation
on the
2023 3rd National Championships
in Austin, TX!

Wishing all teams the very best in

o e performing, cultivatng, and preserving
- Sifu Raymond Fogg -0 . Dragon & Lion Dance culture! *é
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Fostering our heritage
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LIONS
DRAGONS
DRUMS
CYMBALS
HIGH POLES
& MUCH MORE!

WE SPECIALIZE IN CUSTOMIZED
DRAGONS, LIONS, & ALL RELATED

R

- QOT EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES!

H . CONTACT US TODAY!
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WWW.INSTAGRAM.COM/TRUSADRAGONLION




2023
FUNDAMENTALS
OF SAR PING
LION ART

HIEW YUN CHEONG

] Presenter from Singapore

REGISTER NOW

VIEN THONG TU

ALBERT
FONG KONG YIP HPUSHON A

Presenter from Malaysia
* USDLDF.org
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A Very Special Thank You

The United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation
thanks Che fa//m/}y sponsors

for their generous support to help promote the arts of dragon & lion dance

Founding Sponsors

S

south cove

community health center

BEABRB P

Executive Sponsor

Fssian American Cultural Center
v Flhrse East meets Rist

Pinnacle Sponsor

Capstone Sponsor

NELLIMIN




A Very Special Thank You

The United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation
thanks the fo//wf//}g/ sponsors

for their generous support to help promote the arts of dragon & lion dance

Cornerstone Sponsors

Austin Chinese American Network
DNTC and Associates
Dragon/Lion Gear
H Mart
Netspend
Thomas and Marie Davenport
United States Chinese Cultural Federation

Additional Sponsors

Lion Dance ME
Mark Rinkerman
Navitus

In Kind Sponsor

Saxophone Design
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SASED IN HOUSTON ST X¢

1 50/0 Of your order if you mention Promo Code: USDLDF2023

*Good for one order only* Customization available

n Facehook-com/NoL'AGx nolimitartsandgifts Q 71318847804





