


Asian American Cultural Center is pleased to support 
“The 3rd USDLDF National Championship”

We wish you a great success.

Our mission is to provide the facilities, expertise and 
unique space for the sharing of culture between the East 

and the West in the American Experience.



Greetings!

On behalf of the United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation (USDLDF), it gives me great 
pleasure to welcome you all to the 3rd USDLDF National Championships. This is a momentous 
occasion for the art and sport that we love, and I am very happy to share this wonderful day with 
so many dedicated masters, coaches, and practitioners as well as enthusiastic fans and supporters 
that came here from all over the United States of America. This championship will have over 30 
lion dance performances, with teams from 8 different states representing various regions of the 
United States. It is also the first time that there will be a women’s and youth national competition 
to showcase the hard work, talent and dedication of our women and youth athletes in the art and 
sport of lion dance.

This tournament could not happen without all the competitors, judges, referees, tournament 
officials, and volunteers, hard work, friendly competition, and dedication to our beloved arts. You 
have all contributed to the advancement of cooperation, understanding and development of this 
wonderful art and sport within our country. I wish you all the best of luck and am grateful for your 
continued support in promoting friendship and cooperation throughout our community.

This tournament has been designed to not only be a high-level competition but also an exposition 
of the richness and depth of lion dance culture. The USDLDF is committed to preserving and 
promoting the art and sport of Dragon and Lion Dance, within the United States, by creating quality 
events where passionate individuals can have shared experiences.

I would like to congratulate USDLDF Treasurer Sifu Taran Champagne and the Texas Dragon/Lion 
Dance Team as the local hosts for this amazing event. Master Champagne has worked tirelessly, 
along with his students, friends, and volunteer team, to make this wonderful weekend become a 
reality. Please make sure to show your appreciation to him and all volunteers for their hard work 
and dedication to the art of Lion Dance.

Let’s take this opportunity to strengthen our community by making new friendships and revisiting 
old ones, as well as celebrating the variety of styles, performances and ideas that are coming from 
practitioners across the country.

Sincerely,

Nelson Ferreira
President
United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation



Dear Honored Guests, Competitors, Family, and Friends,

It is my great honor and privilege to welcome you to the beautiful city of Austin, the capital city of the 
great state of Texas for the 3rd United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation National Champion-
ships! Over the past 10 plus months I have had the great support of not only the Board of Directors 
of the USDLDF, but also many wonderful individuals from around our beautiful nation to help make 
this event a reality. 

All of our competitors and their teams have dedicated countless hours, and have engaged in intense 
training to prepare for this competition. On display will be the high levels of skill and athleticism, and 
an evolution of thousands of years of traditional Asian culture to showcase lion dance in this modern 
form. This weekend shall serve as the culmination of their efforts, which I am certain you no doubt 
will find awe inspiring. 

Spectators this time will be in for a special treat, as we not only have the Traditional category, but 
have expanded to include both Female and Youth categories as well. This increase in categories 
showcases the broad appeal of lion dance to people of all backgrounds.

I would like to extend my deepest appreciation to all USDLDF members, sponsors, judges, and volun-
teers for your outstanding support and contribution. Your donations and support have ensured that 
our event will be successful at promoting lion dance in the now, and inspiring the next generation of 
lion dancers.

Finally, this event would not have been possible without the support of my wife Beibei, who not only 
has supported this event by serving as the Chief Art Director for this event, but has supported me in 
pursuing my passions. Without her, this event would not have been possible.

I wish the best to all of the competitors here today, who have put in so much hard work to be here 
these two days.  It is my hope that everyone attending uses this opportunity not only to see these 
amazing performances, but also to take the time to learn and cultivate lifelong friendships with lion 
dancers from across our great nation.

Respectfully yours,

Taran Champagne
3rd USDLDF National Championships Director
Treasurer, USDLDF
Sifu, Reilly Dragon/Lion Dance Association
Sifu, Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team



About the USDLDF
The United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation (USDLDF) is recognized by 
the IRS as a 501(C)(3) non-profit corporation and was created to preserve and 
promote the arts of Dragon and Lion Dance, among other traditional Chinese folk 
performing arts, within the United States. Our aim is to foster friendship, courtesy, 
harmony, ethics and goodwill among practitioners in the US as well as abroad. 
Any Dragon or Lion Dance practitioner or team in the United States may join the 
USDLDF as a member.

Mission
“To Preserve and promote the arts of Dragon and Lion Dance as a cultural tradition 
and sport throughout the United States and abroad.“

Vision
“To create opportunities for all styles of Dragon and Lion Dance teams to express 
and develop themselves, through friendly regional, national, and international 
training and exchanges, enrichment programs, and quality tournaments with the 
highest standards.“
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May 25, 2023 

Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team
Austin, Texas 78701 

Subject: Congratulation on Participating in the 3rd USDLDF National Championship!

I am writing to extend my warmest congratulations to Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team on your 
selection to participate in the 3rd USDLDF National Championship! 

This remarkable achievement speaks volumes about the hard work, perseverance, and skill of each 
member of the team. It is a testament to the countless hours of training, the unwavering commitment, 
and the harmonious synchronization you all have achieved. 

We are thankful for the team’s performance at our Vietnamese American Day at the Texas Capitol 
2023. The display of dragon dance at the Texas State Capitol brought a cultural exchange that fortified 
community and represented a sense of belonging to all Texans. Again we appreciate having the team 
at our event.   

The USDLDF National Championship is a prestigious event that showcases the best of the best, and 
the team’s inclusion among such esteemed competitor is a true honor. The team has undoubtedly 
earned this recognition through the passion each an every member possess for the ancient tradition of 
dragon dance and the dedication to honoring the craft as a team.

I wish the team an unforgettable experience during the championship. May each of you revel in every 
moment, cherishing the camaraderie, and celebrating the joy that comes from showcasing your 
incredible talent. Remember to savor the excitement, embrace the spirt of friendly competition, and 
forge lasting memories. 

Regardless of the outcome, always remember that the team’s accomplishments extend far beyond the 
results of any competition. Once again, congratulations to the Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team. May 
your performance be filled with grace, energy, and harmony, captivating the hearts of all who witness 
the team’s artistry. I eagerly anticipate hearing about your journey and the wonderful experiences that 
await you all at the 3rd USDLDF National Championship. 

Wishing you the best of luck and success! 

Sincerely,

  



Congratulations to the United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation as well as all competitors 
and teams on the occasion of the 3rd USDLDF National Lion Dance Championships being held in 
Austin, Texas, United States. This is yet another positive step, by the USDLDF and its members, in 
the promotion of the art of lion dance throughout the community and beyond.

Lion dance is a precious and complex cultural heritage art that the whole world can enjoy. Colors, 
patterns, and shapes of the lion heads are finely crafted by artisans into beautiful costumes. The 
high-energy use of the drum, gong, and cymbals create the atmosphere for the performance. The 
skillful steps, postures, and movements, by the dancers, make for an exciting and awe-inspiring 
presentation for all to enjoy. All of these elements, once put together, create an atmosphere like no 
other, making lion dance truly a unique art form like no other.

I have closely followed the meticulous work of the United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation 
since its founding in 2017. Their commitment to helping the community through educational 
opportunities as well as certification seminars in the art and sport of dragon and lion dance show 
their concern for the development of all teams and individuals in this community. I congratulate 
them, once again, on this momentous occasion and am sure they will continue their tradition of 
quality and excellence in their future endeavors.

My warmest congratulations to all participating teams and competitors in this championship, 
your passion and commitment to lion dance will ensure a bright future for this art and sport. The 
success achieved in this tournament will go far beyond the trophy, medals, and accolades you 
will have earned. All of you will have set an example that will be an inspiration for lion dancers 
today, and those of future generations. It is my sincerest wish that each one of you will be as 
proud of the impact you have had on this art and sport, as well as promoting cultural diversity and 
understanding, as you are of the results you achieved in this championship.

Sincerely,
Chan Siew Kee
Founder - World Sar Ping Federation
3rd Generation Chairman of Sar Ping Lion Dance Art





I am thrilled to extend my warmest congratulations on the success of the 3rd National 
Championships in Austin, Texas, United States. Your hard work and dedication will make this 
event a great success, and the outstanding performances and elegant dance moves of the 
participating teams I am sure will be truly remarkable.

Dragon and lion dance culture is a precious heritage that embodies the spirit of unity, courage, 
and vitality. The successful hosting of this event not only contributes to the promotion and 
development of dragon and lion dance culture, but also enriches the cultural diversity of the 
United States.

I firmly believe that, under the leadership of the United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation, 
dragon and lion dance culture will continue to thrive and flourish in the United States and will 
make even greater contributions to the promotion of cultural diversity and understanding.

Once again, I offer my sincerest congratulations to the organizers and participants of the 3rd 
National Championships and wish you all the best in your future endeavors.

Dr. Yu-Hsiang Nien
Associate Professor
Department of Sports and Performing Arts, University of Taipei



PHOENIX WUSHU NATIONALS
April 24, 2023

Dear USDLDF,

On behalf of the organizing committee of Phoenix Wushu Nationals, I would

like to congratulate you on hosting such a top-level and historic event at

the Austin Convention Center this year with over 17 teams from all over the

country attending! We are so excited to see the lion dance community growing

rapidly thanks to your continued efforts in promoting this wonderful art form

and sport in the US. Looking upon your achievements throughout the years and

the great vision that you carry for the future, I am so proud and honored to

know you and be able to support you all in your wonderful mission. Many

blessings to you and everyone attending the 3rd USDLDF National Championship!

May this year be a great success and each year after this be more successful

than the last.

Sincerely,

HOST OF PHOENIX WUSHU NATIONALS

Jane Ho



June ʹͲʹ͵Ǥ

To the United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation 

�t brings �e great ��easure to e�tend �y heartfe�t congratu�ations, on beha�f of �yse�f and 
the �orthern �hao�in Kung	u fa�i�y of 
rand�aster Chan KwokǦWai, to the �nited �tates 
�ragon Ƭ Lion �ance 	ederation for their ͵rd �ationa� Lion �ance Cha��ionshi�s in �ustin, 
Te�asǤ �our dedicated efforts in �ro�oting the arts of �ragon and Lion �ance throughout 
the �nited �tates wi�� undoubted�y yie�d fruitfu� resu�ts, ins�iring future generations of �ion 
dancersǤ

Lion dance stands as a tru�y uni�ue cu�tura� art for�, adorned with sy�bo�is� and 
�ageantryǤ When the ca�ti�ating beats of the dru�, gong, and cy�ba�s har�onize with the 
�owerfu� �o�e�ents of the �ion, a �es�erizing �erfor�ance unfo�ds, high�ighting why this 
art has endured through the agesǤ

The �eadershi� of the �nited �tates �ragon Ƭ Lion �ance 	ederation continues to work 
di�igent�y, not on�y by �ro�iding o��ortunities for friend�y co��etition, but a�so by stri�ing 
to e�e�ate the ski�� �e�e� within the �nited �tatesǤ This co��it�ent is e�ident in the recent 
Judges’ Training Course they organized, which has contributed to ensuring a high degree of 
�rofessiona�is� for instructors and students at a�� federationǦhosted e�entsǤ

�ndoubted�y, your ͵rd �ationa� Co��etition wi�� estab�ish a re�arkab�e standard for future 
co��etitions in the �nited �tatesǤ With �artici�ants s�anning fro� coast to coast and fro� 
north to south, a�ong with the inc�usion of fe�a�e and youth �ion dance categories, your 
	ederation e�e���ifies the broad a��ea� of �ion dance to indi�idua�s fro� a�� wa�ks of �ifeǤ

�nce again, � e�tend �y heartfe�t congratu�ations to the organizers and co��etitors, and 
eager�y antici�ate witnessing the f�ourishing of both dragon and �ion danceǤ

�incere�y,

�oberto �a�tista
�orthern �hao�in Kung	u �ty�e 

(Chan Kwok Wai’s Lineage)



2023 3RD USDLDF National Championships
Rules & Regulation Committee

Executive Editor
Mark Vuong

Deputy Executive Editor
Lou Immendorf

Editor
Brynne Reilly

Adivsors
Gina Lafferty 

Kathleen Nguyen

Internatonal Advisors
Albert Fong Kong Yip (Malaysia)

Jeffrey Tan (Singapore)
Dr. Yu-Hsiang Nien (Taiwan)

  Volunteers  

Carlos Alvarez Mario Chapa Rafael Cunha
Felicia Dang Helen Febrie Joann Feng

Steven Hinson Jean Paulo Lafaiete Dave Pham
Aaron Reiser Christopher Salguero Asaf Venegas Sam
Rich Simental Kenny Tran Josh Wilson

  Ben Wu



2023 3RD USDLDF National Championships
Judges Team

Chief Judge
Ray Petersen

Examination Judge
Mark Vuong

Chief Registrar
Hannah Stark

Judges

Chief Art Director
Beibei Xu Champagne

Ben Bridwell Dustin Buxrude Vivian Dang
Nate Garrison Mike Giang Lou Immendorf

Leon Ly Elijah McStotts Joanne Nguyen
Kevin Nguyen Brynne Reilly Bear Vash



The Art of Lion Dance

By Nelson Ferreira

Understanding the art of lion dance is to understand traditional Chinese 
culture. Possibly no other Chinese tradition includes so many aspects of 
this culture, in some for or another. These dances include concepts from 
literature, folk art, science, and language as well as religion and philosophy. 
Traditional Chinese culture is full of symbolism and these dances are a great 
representation of these various concepts.

The dances are usually performed accompanied by live music from drums, 
gongs, and cymbals. Musicians most often play in synch with the animal’s 
dance movements, expressing varied emotions and actions. The costumes 
used in these performances are custom made by artisans trained in the 
traditional manufacture of such specialized items. Although the basic 
structures may remain traditional in appearance, production techniques have 
evolved over time as artisans utilize innovative designs, modern materials, 
and technologies.

The colors and patterns that are used to decorate the lions are often 
borrowed from traditional Chinese opera face painting. These face paintings 
have profound meanings as well, as do the color of the bodies, bristles and/or 
the fur used on the costumes. Patterns and motifs are displayed throughout 
the heads and bodies, and many have auspicious meanings and positive 
messages.



The Lion Dance is performed by a pair of dancers, as opposed to the many 
found under a dragon. It is considered a harbinger of happiness, prosperity, 
good luck, and wealth. The dances are filled with symbolism and meaning, 
they can be very simple and direct, or complicated and mysterious.

During traditional performances it is common to see the lion do the act of 
“Choy Cheng” (採青 literally “Plucking Greens”) , a quest by the lion to fetch 
the auspicious greens which in Chinese is called “Choy” (菜), which sounds 
like “Choy” ( 財) or “Fortune”. These greens are either hung high or just put 
on the ground or on a table. The lion will then approach the “greens” like 
a curious cat. As an agent of transformation, the lion will eat the greens 
(consuming what is simply “green”) and then spit it out (now transformed 
into “fortune”) to share with all present. The lion dance is believed to bring 
good luck and fortune to any area it is performed. This is also, many times, 
an objective seen in the competitive version of the art. Sometimes teams will 
substitute the “green” for a prop that represents a flower of a traditional jug 
of rice wine.

The lion dance can be performed at important occasions, including 
traditional, cultural and religious festivals, business openings, ground 
breakings, birthday celebrations, welcoming honored guests as well as 
engagement and wedding ceremonies.

Currently, the art of lion dancing has spread worldwide. It has been taught 
buy the Chinese immigrants to the various regions where they have settled 
around the globe. This culturally significant art, and sport, is now enjoyed, 
appreciated and practiced by a variety of people of different ages, genders 
and ethnicities throughout the world.



9 Dragons Athletic Association
Cave Creek, AZ

9 Dragons Athletic Association
Cave Creek, AZ

Team & Category:
Team Jade - Traditional

Team & Category:
Team Obsidian - Female



Team & Category:
Green Lotus- Traditional

GDPT Linh Son - Green Lotus
Houston, TX

Team & Category:

Asian American Cultural Center
Boston, MA

Team & Category:
Wah May - Traditional



Team & Category:
Lotus Blossum - Youth

GDPT Linh Son - Lotus Blossum
Houston, TX

GDPT Linh Son - White Lotus
Houston, TX

Team & Category:
White Lotus - Traditional



Guiding Mountain Dragon & Lion Dance Association
Denver, CO

Team & Category:
Team Ice - Traditional

Giac Quang Lion Dance
Oklahoma City, OK

Category:
Traditional



Hung Viet Lion Dance Association
Oklahoma City, OK

Categories:
Traditional
Youth

Guiding Mountain Dragon & Lion Dance Association
Denver, CO

Team & Category:
Team Fire - Female



Majestic Lion Dance Team
Houston, TX

Teams & Categories:
Team A - Traditional
Team B - Traditional
Female

Imperial Lion Dance Team
Worcester, MA

Category:
Traditional



Teo Chew Association: Unicorn Dragon and Lion Dance Team
Houston, TX

Category:
Youth

Teng Fei Lion Dance
Sacramento, CA

Category:
Traditional



Unity Dragon & Lion Dance Troupe
Houston, TX

Team & Category:
Team Silver - Traditional

Texas Dragon/Lion Dance Team
Austin, TX

Category:
Traditional



Vien Thong Tu Lion Dance Team
Houston, TX

Category:
Traditional

Unity Dragon & Lion Dance Troupe
Houston, TX

Team & Category:
Team Purple - Female



Wah Lum Kung Fu and Tai Chi Academy
Malden and Quincy, MA

Category:
Female

Wah Lum Kung Fu and Tai Chi Academy
Malden and Quincy, MA

Category:
Traditional



Wah Lum Kung Fu and Tai Chi Academy
Malden and Quincy, MA

Category:
Team B - Youth

Wah Lum Kung Fu and Tai Chi Academy
Malden and Quincy, MA

Category:
Team A - Youth



Zhong Yi Kung Fu Association
Madison, WI

Category:
Traditional

White Tiger Lion Dance
Biloxi, MS

Category:
Traditional



Zhong Yi Kung Fu Association
Madison, WI

Category:
Youth

Zhong Yi Kung Fu Association
Madison, WI

Category:
Female



The United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation 

thanks
Crawfish King 
for being a Founding Sponsor



The United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation 

thanks

South Cove
for being a Founding Sponsor





Visit www.DragonLionGear.com by scanning the QR code.  
Try our new online Custom Order Forms.  

Use promo code “USDLDF2023” and take 5% off your total purchase.  
Take an additional 10% with orders placed before July 31, 2023. 

Or, email us at info@dragonliongear.com

Congratulations to all the teams participating in the 
3rd USDLDF National Championships

Become a USDLDF member
Visit our website

usdldf.org/join-the-usdldf/

Become a USDLDF member
Visit our website

usdldf.org/join-the-usdldf/



ECO-CONSCIOUS.
SUSTAINABLE LIVING.
HANDMADE WITH LOVE.

@SOLID.SOAPS
SOLIDSOAPS.COM* IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR OPENING A CARD ACCOUNT: To help the federal government fight the 

funding of terrorism and money laundering activities, the USA PATRIOT Act requires us to obtain, verify, and 
record information that identifies each person who opens a Card Account. WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU:
When you open a Card Account, we will ask for your name, address, date of birth, and your government 
ID number. We may also ask to see your driver’s license or other identifying information. Card activation and 
identity verification required before you can use the Card Account. If your identity is partially verified, full use 
of the Card Account will be restricted, but you may be able to use the Card for in-store purchase transactions. 
Restrictions include: no ATM withdrawals, international transactions, account-to-account transfers and 

additional loads. Use of Card Account also subject to fraud prevention restrictions at any time, with or without 
notice. Residents of Vermont are ineligible to open a Card Account.
The Netspend Visa Prepaid Card is issued by Pathward, National Association, Member FDIC, pursuant 
to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Netspend is a registered agent of Pathward, N.A. Card may be used 
everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Certain products and services may be licensed under U.S. 
Patent Nos. 6,000,608 and 6,189,787. Use of the Card Account is subject to activation, ID verification, 
and funds availability. Transaction fees, terms, and conditions apply to the use and reloading of the Card 
Account. See the Cardholder Agreement for details.

We give back. 
Innovation for good.

Our nonprofit partners

Innovation for good.

Use of card subject to activation and identity verification.*



LCD BUYBACK
for Cell Phone Repair Shops

CELLPHONESANDBOXSANDBOX.COM

Pass/Fail Grading

Highest Samsung Payouts

500+ Stores Trust Cell Phone SandBox







A Very Special Thank You 
The United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation 

thanks the following sponsors
for their generous support to help promote the arts of dragon & lion dance

Founding Sponsors

Executive Sponsor

Pinnacle Sponsor

Capstone Sponsor



A Very Special Thank You 
The United States Dragon & Lion Dance Federation 

thanks the following sponsors
for their generous support to help promote the arts of dragon & lion dance

Cornerstone Sponsors
Austin Chinese American Network

DNTC and Associates
Dragon/Lion Gear

H Mart
Netspend

Thomas and Marie Davenport
United States Chinese Cultural Federation

Additional Sponsors
Lion Dance ME
Mark Rinkerman

Navitus

In Kind Sponsor
Saxophone Design
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BeibeiBear Design
Etsy: BeibeibearDesign
Instagram: @beibeibear_design



*Good for one order only* Customization available

Facebook.com/NoLAGx nolimitartsandgifts 713 884 7804

Specializing in High Quality
Dragon & Lion Dance Products

Based in Houston, TX

15% Off your order if you mention Promo Code: 86'/')2023
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Specializing in High Quality




